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�

Sun Cups

The pumpkin at their feet,
an inversion of the sun.
Too occupied with cups held
in cheer to notice: Squash.

Tabitha Dial



�

Walpurgis

We waltzed the skeleton waltz.
The righteous left at dawn
to do their worthy daily work.

Mary Cresswell



� �

Quaker Meeting

twenty grey birds
balancing on telephone wires
humming humming humming

Mary Cresswell



�

Off the Shallow End

her legs dangled off the edge
like a barbed fish hook
inside of my cheek
only a cat amongst carp

Brandon T. Roach



� �

Circles

Limbs exist as a floating wish —
a circle of want hovers,
like the hoop dancer’s 
perfect outline of light.

Cristina M. R. Norcross



�

Dreaming The S.S. Barbieri

Marguerite Maria Rivas

Last night, your leg thrown over

my nightmare-tossed body 

kept me safe 

from the ferry crash until dawn.



� �

“It’s an Ill Wind”

Goats gaze intently
From their succulent pasture
At tall blue thistles.

John Edge



�

Keep Marching 

We lost a weary trombonist
during an eight-measure rest.
There were rumors of silent resistance. 

Travis Peaulah



� �

Diogenes

Truth wanders the world, looking for a home.
Down the street, the final shutter closes;
the last door snaps shut.

Jean McLeod



10

Consuming Fire

Crackling, snapping, and whistling …
Wind whipping, fires rage, violently hissing.
Pines consumed, a fresh
Start rising from the blaze.

Colleen M. Farrelly



10 11

*

Strung out on chimneys
and rooftops, yellowy brown
clouds rest, kippering.

James Roderick Burns



12

Blacksburg, Va. 2007

Across the campus
Cell phones in lifeless trousers,
Ringing, still ringing.

Robert Demaree



12 13

Two Red Wings

All that’s left to betray the cardinal 
my neighbor’s cat stalked

down a dimly lit corridor lined 
with faceless mannequins

Howie Good



14

Sunset

a liquid ruby 
in the glass bottle
of Malt Vinegar
on the kitchen table

Judith Steele



14 15

Question

Shy autumnal bird,
did you brush against the moon
to get that pale down?

Joan McNerney



16

Ashlyn’s Lizard

Her small waiting hands
Grasp him gently
He almost seems content
As they sit quietly

Linda Marable McDade



16 17

Dementia

your small white flag
held up in an unbalanced grip

all our past and future hopes
succumb to dust

Phibby Venable



18

*

wild wind scatters cypress seeds across the roof 
disencumbers the moon

Meredith Stricker



18 19

First Snow

Rippling across skin,
drafts waken restless sleepers
looped between the dark
and the dawn.

Marguerite Maria Rivas



20

*

quiet curve of road
around bold mountain pines —
moonlight fills the car

Jared Price



20 21

A Kiss

Night falls gently. Carries 
the scent of sea salt.
I taste it on my lips 
and think of your mouth.

Miki Byrne



22

Outdated Fliers

Outdated fliers on a bulletin board,
crinkling from rain exposure, ignored,
forgotten like yesterday’s fashions.

Susan E. Wigget



22 23

Jumper

This is my navy blue frilly frolickey lacey oversized and hated, but 
     you look good in it!
jumper.

Joel Mak



24

First Snow

The breeze riffled snow-laden 
branches, releasing a barrage 
of fluttering flakes into open 
mouths of two eager children.

Nancy Scott
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This month’s cover art was created at wordle.net. It’s a pictorial representation of all the poems in this issue.

James Roderick Burns’ collections The Salesman’s Shoes and Greetings from Luna Park are published by 
Modern English Tanka Press. He is managing editor of the UK journal Other Poetry (www.otherpoetry.com), 
and lives in Edinburgh.

Miki Byrne is English. She has written two poetry collections and has read her work on TV, Radio, and at 
festivals. Over 100 anthologies/magazines have included her work and she has won 12 prizes.

Mary Cresswell is from Los Angeles and lives on the New Zealand Kapiti Coast. She writes both light verse 
and more serious poems. Her third book, Trace Fossils, was published in March 2011. | www.bookcouncil.org.
nz/Writers/Profiles/Cresswell,%20Mary

Robert Demaree is the author of four collections of poems, including Fathers and Teachers (2007) and 
Mileposts (2009), published by Beech River Books. A retired school administrator, he has had over five 
hundred poems published by one hundred periodicals.

http://www.wordle.net
http://www.otherpoetry.com
http://www.bookcouncil.org.nz/Writers/Profiles/Cresswell,%20Mary
http://www.bookcouncil.org.nz/Writers/Profiles/Cresswell,%20Mary


Tabitha Dial studies depth psychology with a Jungian and Archetypal emphasis at Pacifica Graduate 
University. She lives in Castle Rock, Colorado. Much of her PhD work and poetry is inspired by Tarot cards.

John Edge of Salem, Oregon, wrote and read poetry in North Beach in 1957 with Ferlinghetti among his 
mentors. He has published three books of poems, won cash and publication awards, and read on YouTube.

Colleen M. Farrelly, a graduate student at University of Miami, is a freelance writer whose work has been 
featured in The Marquette Journal, The Marquette Tribune, and Great Lakes Anthology.

Howie Good, a journalism professor at SUNY New Paltz, is the author of the poetry collections Lovesick (Press 
Americana, 2009), Heart With a Dirty Windshield (BeWrite Books, 2010), and Everything Reminds Me of Me 
(Desperanto, 2011).

Joel Mak studies at the University of Sydney, Australia. His work has appeared in the university’s journal Arna 
and on Dead Beats Literary Blog. He is currently drafting a book of sketches titled Northern Heartbeats. | www.
remingtonbeat.com

Linda Marable McDade lives in Pensacola Beach, Florida. Her poem “Naughty” was published in the Emerald 
Coast Review, Volume 3. “Mania,” was published in Four and Twenty. She is a  member of Write On Pensacola 
and Toastmasters International.

Jean McLeod’s work has appeared this year in Vox Poetica, Forces Poetry, Red River Review, Leaf Garden, and 
other journals. She is the author of Tiny Poems for Women Who Think They Hate Poetry.
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Joan McNerney’s poetry has been included in numerous print and electronic literary magazines and has 
been nominated twice for Best of the Net in 2011. | joanspoems.com

Cristina M. R. Norcross has been published in The Toronto Quarterly, The Nervous Breakdown, and others. Her 
books include, Land & Sea: Poetry Inspired by Art, The Red Drum, and Unsung Love Songs. | www.FirkinFiction.com.

Travis Peaulah is a fitness instructor  from central California. This is his first publication. 

Jared Price is a writer and student from Provo, Utah. More of his poetry can be found at | www.polyplutocity.com

Marguerite María Rivas teaches in New York City. Her work has been published in The Americas Review, 
Earth’s Daughters, and Más Tequila Review. A book of her poems is forthcoming from Chimbarazu Press.

Brandon T. Roach was born and raised in Sterling, Kansas. He never served in an army, but he knows how to 
light a cigarette and tie a full windsor. Most don’t, but they could. | riflemyheadoff.blogspot.com

Judith Steele of South Australia is co-author of poetry in Fighting Monsters, twice winner of the Northern 
Territory’s Red Earth Poetry Prize, and has been published in Gobshite Quarterly USA and in Australian journals 
and websites.

Nancy Scott, author of five poetry books, has been published extensively in print and online journals. She is the 
Managing Editor of U.S.1 Worksheets, the journal of the U.S.1 Poets’ Cooperative in New Jersey. | www.nancyscott.net
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http://joanspoems.com
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Meredith Stricker is the author of Alphabet Theater, mixed-media performance poems from Wesleyan, and 
Tenderness Shore, which received the National Poetry Series Award. She currently works in visual poetry 
collaborative in Carmel and Big Sur.

Phibby Venable has a first novel, Women of the Round Table, 2010 (Amazon) and a new release of poetry, My 
Life On Little River, at Quill & Parchment Press. She’s been twice nominated for the Pushcart Prize.

Susan E. Wigget has an MS in Writing from Portland State University. Wormhole Electric will soon publish her 
novella The Witch’s Familiar. She’s been published in Aphelion Webzine, Augustcutter.com, and various literary 
journals.  | www.susanewigget.blogspot.com
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