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1

stillborn dream

The waters of frustration burst
drained and empty
I gave birth
to a stillborn dream.

Madhumita Ghosh



2

mid-march

The string quartet plays
Adagio for Strings
in the minor key my heart
is strung and tuned to.

Martha Christina



3

bare essentials

I’m embarrassed
bearing my teeth in total nudity
trying to bareback the weight of the world
insufficiently on my shoulders.

Julia Oxenreider



4

mirror mirror

on the walls, in front and behind
parallel dimensions, infinite regression
an endless stream of ever darkening
shades of green

Simon Hanson
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*

Haiku ambition’s
paradoxicality:
whose least work is best?

Robert West



6

at the inn at spanish head

swirling gray, white throbbing
against grain’ed shore
he’s gone now into time
i sit, observing eternity

MaryJane Nordgren
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*

Years in someone else’s land
leaves me oblivious
of my coordinates.

Christie Suyanto



8

aubade

To wake at all seems
a miracle of mercy,
but to wake to you …

Robert West



9

degrees of ingratitude

These neighborhood crows know
something they’re not telling us.
And they refuse to shut up about it.

Brian Beatty
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*

evening moon —
I prefer to walk with my
shadow behind

Pravat Kumar Padhy



11

unsettling

High in nature’s park,
the narrow walking bridge
shudders into earthquake’s plank.

Tyler Gabrysh



12

unintentional blackface

Racist epithets beget racial epigraphs,
Rachel said, “Except not loud enough for black people to hear”
into my ear

Ted Hash-Berryman
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clear lake

I went into the woods
to find you and found air
so still neither leaf
nor limb stirred.

Brian Beatty



14

above the hardware store

The kitchen smelled of cabbage
and unopened windows.
Two great-grandmothers, dressed
in black, hugged me in Yiddish.

Nancy Scott
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as you tip the coffee pot

light slops over
the lip of Kibling Hill — spills
into the valley.

Corey Cook



16

*

c	 h
p	 o	 c	 k	 e	 t
	 l	 i
	 e		  n

Michael Dylan Welch
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*

seaweed fronds curve to the waves
anfractuous coastal road
long blonde hair streaming

ie mcgavock



18

free swim

Children wheel unicycles in flashes of turquoise.
God stands on the drain, clucking his tongue
to hold his breath longer.

Dale Patterson
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masks are revelations

the water forms circles in the water
awareness makes a whirlpool in the end
revelations are masks

William Merricle



20

miniature planet

The people are tiny,
but they don’t know it,
since everything else
is just as small.

Dennis Caswell



21

first

remember afterward
how the moon stared back:
an eclipse
of two innocents

Jessica Klimesh



22

dusk

splash of cloud
flicker of bat
an early star
the winds of night

Rohini Gupta



23

awaiting spring

Seedlings growing
on a south-facing sill,
stare in disbelief at
fresh spring snow.

CD Sinex



24

*

She’s his Oxford Comma;
he doesn’t know
where to place her or when.

Christie Suyanto



Brian Beatty’s jokes, poems, and stories have appeared in numerous print and online publications. His humor 
collection DUCK! was published in 2009. Ravenna Press is publishing his poetry chapbook Earliest Bird Calls this 
year. | www.brianbeattympls.com

Dennis Caswell lives outside Woodinville, Washington. His work has appeared in Floating Bridge Review, Crab 
Creek Review, and assorted other journals and anthologies. His full-length collection Phlogiston was published 
by Floating Bridge Press in 2012.

Martha Christina is a frequent contributor to Brevities and has also published in earlier issues of Four and 
Twenty. Longer work appears recently in Apple Valley Review and The Orange Room Review.

Corey Cook’s poems have recently appeared in The Aurorean, Brevities, Commonthought, Muddy River Poetry 
Review, Nerve Cowboy, Smoky Quartz Quarterly, and Three Line Poetry. He lives in Thetford Center, Vermont.

Tyler Gabrysh’s work has appeared in various literary magazines, including Geist, Leaf Press, and Open 
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Madhumita Ghosh’s poems have been published in print and online around the world. She is an editor of 
poetry anthologies and the author of two collections, For All You Lovely People and Pebbles On The Shore.

Rohini Gupta is a longtime writer. Poetry is her first love.

Simon Hanson lives in rural South Australia. He particularly enjoys imagistic poetry and haiku, is published in 
a number of international journals, and amongst other things is obsessed with color and light.

Ted Hash-Berryman is widely recognized as one of the most unknown American poets. He has won nothing, 
including every major American award for poetry. | www.tedhashberryman.com

Jessica Klimesh is a poet, freelance writer, and bookstore manager, as well as a student earning her M.A. in 
English. In spare moments, she pursues myriad hobbies, including blogging at inciting-thinking.blogspot.com. 

ie mcgavock hails from Ireland and salutes the Pacific.

William Merricle’s latest chapbooks are Heimlich The Donut (Pudding House Publications) and Grace, You 
Let The Screen Door Slam (Crisis Chronicles Press). He lives in Lima, Ohio.

MaryJane Nordgren Like the nearly rhythmic waves, grief buffets the survivor. But family, friends, and laughter 
balance the joy of life a bit more day by day.

Julia Helene Oxenreider’s name translates into youthful, changing, soft-haired sunlight riding an ox. She won 
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Pravat Kumar Padhy hails from Odisha, India. His haiku and tanka have appeared in Lynx, NFTG, Atlas Poetica, 
Simply Haiku, The Mainichi Daily News, Red Lights, The Heron’s Nest, Shamrock, A Hundred Gourds, Ribbons, Frogpond, etc.

Dale Patterson is a visual artist and poet living in Indiana. His work has recently appeared in The Museum of 
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Nancy Scott is the author of five collections of poetry and managing editor of U.S.1 Worksheets, the journal of 
the U.S.1 Poets’ Cooperative in New Jersey. Her work has appeared in Four and Twenty before. 

CD Sinex lived in rural Hokkaido (Japan’s northernmost island) for twenty years. His poems have appeared 
in The Icebox (Kyoto, Japan), Every Day Poets, and Contemporary Haibun On-Line, among others. He lives in the 
Pacific Northwest. 

Christie Suyanto  is eighteen. She writes and wants to see the world. Her writings have appeared on Cuckoo 
Quarterly, Young Adult Review Network, and Young Poets Network UK. | nonationschild.blogspot.com

Michael Dylan Welch is proprietor of National Haiku Writing Month (nahaiwrimo.com) and vice president 
of the Haiku Society of America. He has published dozens of books. Michael lives near Seattle. | graceguts.com

Robert West’s poems have appeared in Four and Twenty, Christian Science Monitor, Poetry, and other venues. 
His latest collection is the chapbook Convalescent (2011). He teaches in the Department of English at Mississippi 
State University.

CO
N

TR
IB

U
TO

RS

http://dalepattersonart.com
http://nonationschild.blogspot.com
http://nahaiwrimo.com
http://graceguts.com


A
BO

U
T 

U
S

Four and Twenty is an online poetry journal focused on short form poetry. We specifically seek out fresh and 
emerging voices to include in the journal. Our guidelines are simple. All poems must be four lines or fewer in 
length and contain no more than twenty words (hence, Four and Twenty). A new issue of the journal is released 
the third Tuesday of each month.
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Issue Editors: Kylie Byrd and Scott Parker

FIND US ONLINE:

Website | 4and20poetry.com

Twitter | twitter.com/4and20poetry

Instagram | instagram.com/4and20poetry

Facebook | facebook.com/4and20poetry
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